 Planning is Essential
HAVE YOU CONSIDERED WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR PET IN THE EVENT OF YOUR DISABILITY OR DEATH?


[image: image1.png]



DO YOU HAVE A PLAN IN PLACE?

· TO NOTIFY CERTAIN PEOPLE SO THAT YOUR PET’S CARE WILL BE UNINTERRUPTED

· TO NOTIFY THE CARETAKERS THAT ARE PRE-SELECTED BY YOU TO PROVIDE CARE

· TO PROVIDE A SOURCE OF FUNDS FOR YOUR PET’S CARE

· TO INFORM FUTURE CARETAKERS OF YOUR PETS LIKES AND DISLIKES, ROUTINES, CARE INSTRUCTIONS & WISHES REGARDING BURIAL OR CREMATION.
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Without planning, you are leaving too much up to chance.

The goal of a Pet Trust is to ensure that there are people who will care for your pet, resources available for such care and clear instructions regarding how your pets should be cared for.

Dana Laganella, Esq.

Dana Laganella, Esq. strives to work closely with pet owners to help ensure that their pets will be properly cared for in the event that the pet owner cannot care for them. 

Gerling Law Group Chartered

6815 14th Street West 
Suite 107                   
Bradenton, FL 34207
941.756.6600
dlaganella@gerlinglawgroup.com

PET TRUST
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Who will take care of your Pet when you are unable to?

Brought to you by

Dana Laganella, Esq.
Gerling Law Group Chartered
1.941.756.6600
dlaganella@gerlinglawgroup.com


Why Plan?

· Despite a pet’s short life expectancy, the pet may out live you.  This is especially true now that medical intervention results in longer life expectancies for pets than in the past.

· Proper planning can provide for a care plan not only in the event of death but also incapacity.

· You can provide for a temporary emergency caregiver in the event that something unexpected happens to you – providing them with keys to your home, feeding and care instructions, the name of your veterinarian, and information about permanent care instructions.

· There is no assurance that if you leave money to someone outright to care for your pet that they will do what they promised to do.

· Providing an orderly plan for your pet is the responsible and loving thing to do.


What is a Pet Trust?

· If you are no longer able to provide for the care of your pet, the goal of a PET TRUST is to ensure that there are funds available and a caretaking system in place to care for your pet. 

· A PET TRUST is a legal document you can create so that  your pets may be cared for as you yourself have cared for them. 

· With a PET TRUST, you may 
· Appoint a Caregiver and at least one backup Caregiver to provide care for your pet

· Appoint a Trustee 
· Protect the money designated for the pet , allowing it last for the duration of the pet’s life

· Give directions regarding health care needs, exercise needs, diet needs, preferred veterinarian, and burial/cremation plans for your pet.

· Provide that any funds remaining in trust at the death of the pet goes to charity or a family member.

· Provide a method for finding a caretaker in the event that the caretaker or the back-up caretaker you have selected is unavailable.

Trusts are better than Outright Gifts to a Caretaker
Assets in a trust are NOT subject to the     

caregivers creditors, marital disputes or 
bankruptcy

If you leave an outright gift of money to a 
person in your will in exchange for the 
care of your pet, the money will go to that 
person’s heirs or beneficiaries at his or 
her death and will not be available to care 
for the pet.  

   If you haven’t already…

Consult with an Estate    

Planning Attorney about 
you providing for your 
Pet. 
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